Running a Special Interest Group (SIG)
What is a SIG?
Special Interest Groups are gatherings of OLLI members for mutual enjoyment. They do not provide instructional leadership but instead offer an opportunity for people with like interests to connect.
SIG Criteria
· All participants must be OLLI members and register for the SIG via the online registration system. SIGs are open to any OLLI member.
· Activities must occur during non-class hours.
· SIGs may use space in Wishcamper Center.
· Wishcamper space may be booked for only one USM semester at a time. A space booked for Fall semester must be booked again for Spring semester.
· OLLI and USM reserve the right to cancel a SIG meeting/session due to space conflicts.
· No funding, copying, AV equipment, or staff assistance are provided.
· SIGs must be renewed each year to ensure the group is still active.
· Changes in a SIG description must be submitted to the Vice Chair of the OLLI Advisory Board in a timely way.
· USM’s “Release and Assumption of Risk” forms are signed as necessary for any group that meets off campus.
Being a SIG coordinator
· Each group must have a contact person responsible for communicating with all the SIG members about logistics and for keeping the office informed about activities and participants.
· The contact person’s name and email address will appear in the OLLI course catalog and on the OLLI website.
· Coordinators will receive an email with a link to their roster and instructions to access it.
· Coordinators receive free membership and free USM parking for the year they coordinate the SIG.
Would you like to start a new SIG?
· Advisory Board approval is required to become an OLLI Special Interest Group.
· The Vice Chair of the OLLI Advisory Board reviews all SIG applications and oversees all groups once they are approved.
· Any application which is denied can be appealed to the full OLLI Advisory Board.
Special Interest Group (SIG) Proposal Form
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