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A. College, Department, Date
College College of Science, Technology, and Health
Department Biological Sciences
Date June 1, 2018
B. Contact Person for the Assessment Plan
Name and title David Champlin, Chair
C. Degree Program
Name of Degree Program Biological Sciences

D. Assessment of Student Learning: Program Assessment
Step 1: Identify the Student Learning Outcomes (SLO’s)
a. Do you have your student learning outcomes published on your department’s
website? No
If yes, please indicate the url: _____________________
If no, please list 3-5 of the most important student learning outcomes
for your program. What will students know by the end of your
program?
1. Our graduates will have a basic understanding of the expansive field of modern
biology, from molecules to ecosystems. In addition, they will understand the basic
principles of chemistry, physics, and mathematics that form the foundation on which
all of biology rests.
i.
ii.

2. Students will develop quantification skills and lab/field skills which they can apply
to collecting and interpreting data.
3. Students will acquire more sophisticated critical thinking and analytical reading
skills, combined with science communication skills and an appreciation of how
research advances our understanding of the biological sciences.
4. We also have a fairly comprehensive list of specific learning outcomes for each of
the major areas of our degree, which is in our last self-study (2018).
b.

Please identify which of your student learning outcome(s) were assessed this
past academic year. (One or more of the outcomes and corresponding assessment plans
could come from your department’s CORE Course Blueprint(s).

None at the department-wide level. Assessment at the level of individual courses is
conducted by some instructors.
c.

Do you have a matrix or curriculum map showing when your student
learning outcomes are assessed and in which courses?
No
i.

If yes, do you have this map published on your website? Please
indicate url or attach a copy of the curriculum map.

Step 2: Assessment Methods Selected and Implemented
a. Identify which direct measures (other than course grades), that were used to
determine whether students achieved the stated learning outcomes for the
degree.

At this point we use course grades as an indicator of proficiency. We do not
have a systematic degree-wide assessment program.
b. Briefly describe when you implemented the assessment activity, and if a
scoring rubric was used to evaluate the expected level of student achievement.
(This information may be shown on your curriculum map).

Step 3: Using the Assessment results to Improve Student Learning
a. Briefly describe your unit’s process of reviewing the program assessment
results (i.e. annual process by faculty committee, etc).
We do not have this implemented yet.
b. What specific changes have been or will be made to improve student learning,
as a result of using the program assessment results?
Develop improved methods of assessment. Institute a regular review process
that covers department-wide outcomes. Appoint a committee to review
learning outcomes and progress.
c. Date of most recent program review/self-study? 2018

E..Course Assessment Activities: Is your program able to report any assessment-related
activities at the Course-Level… (i.e. created grading rubrics to use in required courses,
examined student progress in entry-level courses, developed a new course, etc)? Please briefly
explain any assessment projects.
This is done by some faculty for specific courses but hasn’t been done at the level of the whole program
yet.

F. Community Engagement Activities in your departmental curriculum:
a. Does your department have a student learning outcome that is related to any community
engagement activities? If so, please state the outcome.
b. Please indicate if any of the community engagement activities listed below are included in
your program’s curriculum, by noting which activities are required or optional for students in
your major.

c. Please list any courses (i.e. EDU 400) that have a community engagement activity in your
program.
Entry-level courses: Bio 107 (Poster session open to the public- required)
Mid-level courses: Bio 282 (Students engaged in outreach projects with local high schools and middle

schools-required)
Upper-level courses: BIO407 various independent project based activities

