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Financial Aid Quick Tips

· File your Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) every year! 
File your 2026-2027 FAFSA online at studentaid.gov by February 15th to be considered for the best financial aid offer. University of Southern Maine’s (USM) school code is 009762.
· Read your FAFSA Submission Summary 
Read your FAFSA Submission Summary at studentaid.gov to check for accuracy.

· Check the MaineStreet “To Do List” and your USM email regularly
Update your addresses and phone numbers on MaineStreet to receive notifications from our office in a timely manner.

· Think ahead and talk about your graduation plan with your academic advisor! 
15 credits per semester is typically required to finish an undergraduate degree in four years. Understanding your academic plan will help you think about your financial plan.

· Satisfactory Academic Progress, withdrawing from classes, and repeating classes
Contact Student Financial Services directly with questions.
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· The number of credits used to calculate your financial aid eligibility must match your actual enrollment for funds to disburse! 
Undergraduate and Law financial aid offers are typically based on 12 or more credits per semester. Graduate offers are typically based on 6 or more credits per semester. If your planned enrollment differs from this standard, you must indicate your plan when you accept your financial aid to allow us to properly calculate your eligibility and avoid delays.

· Report any expected outside payments or scholarships in writing! 
We are required to include outside financial assistance in your financial aid offer.

· Financial Aid typically requires a minimum of six credits of enrollment per semester for Undergraduate and Law students. 
A minimum of three credits of enrollment per semester will be required for Graduate students.

· Winter Session is part of the SPRING semester.

· Summer is treated as its own semester for financial aid purposes. When you accept your initial financial aid offer you must indicate summer enrollment to be considered for summer financial aid.

· Federal Work-Study funds do not disburse directly to your bill. Work-study wages are paid bi-weekly according to the number of hours you worked during that pay period.

OFFICE OF STUDENTFINANCIAL SERVICES
usm.maine.edu/student-financial-services Phone: 207-780-5250  Toll free: 800-800-4876  TTY: 207-780-5646  FAX: 207-780-5143
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University of Southern Maine
Student Financial Services
780-5250/780-5200

Financial Aid Counselors by Alpha

	Alpha
	Counselor Name & Email
	Phone

	A - B 
	Sarah Hinshaw
	780-5119 (G)

	C - D
	Sky Kwasnick
	228-8362 (G)

	E - F and Maine Law
	Nancy Varin
	780-5330 (P)

	G - I
	Cheryl Paluso
	753-6597 (LAC)

	J - L
	Valerie Clark
	780-5252 (G)

	M - P
	Lila Monroe
	780-4609 (P)

	Q - S
	Stephanie Spiller
	780-5121 (P)

	T - Z
	Jenny Buckley
	780-4166 (P)




Locations & Hours
8am - 4:30pm, Monday – Friday (see website for updates)
Portland: 136 Luther Bonney Hall Gorham: 101 Bailey Hall

Helpful Links
University of Southern Maine Student Financial Services
Scholarships at University of Southern Maine
iGrad Financial Literacy	
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